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OFFICE OF THE BISHOP

Diocese of Scranton adds eight names to list of credibly accused individuals

The Diocese of Scranton announces that eight additional names have been added to its list of individuals who have
been credibly accused of sexual abuse of a minor.

Bishop Joseph C. Bambera has consistently asserted that the abuse of minors cannot be tolerated. In maintaining his
and the Diocese of Scranton’s commitment to protect children and young people, the Bishop stated that it is his hope
that the publication of these additional names will be a step forward in the healing process for survivors.

In August 2018, the Diocese published on its website a list of all clergy, staff and volunteers who had been credibly
accused of child sexual abuse. Since that time, eleven additional names were added to the list in January 2019 and
two more names were added in October 2019. The most recent additions to the list involve allegations of abuse
submitted to the Independent Survivors Compensation Program (ISCP).

The Diocese assesses the credibility of allegations of abuse utilizing a process that includes, as appropriate,
assessments by outside counsel and investigation by a former FBI agent. In addition, the Diocesan Review Board, an
independent, consultative body comprised of members of the laity, a religious sister and one priest, performs a case-
by-case review. The Diocese also takes into account the determination by the Administrators of the ISCP, for
allegations that were submitted in that program. All allegations are submitted to the appropriate District Attorney’s
Office. Allegations that are corroborated by secular legal proceedings, canon law proceedings, admission by the
accused, and/or other information or evidence are deemed credible.

These names have been added to the list of credibly accused individuals:

DIOCESAN CLERGY
Byrne, Edmund F. Corcoran, Francis P. Kelly, Joseph P. ‘
Conboy, Joseph T. Ferrett, Walter L. . McGroarty, Hugh Harold

MEMBERS OF RELIGIOUS ORDERS
Reiner, Julius (C.P.)
LAITY
Major, Mark

All but one of the Diocesan Clergy listed above are deceased. The sole living credibly accused clergy, Monsignor
Joseph P. Kelly, entered into retirement prior to the conclusion of the Independent Survivors Compensation
Program. After notification of multiple allegations received through the ISCP, the Diocese of Scranton enacted the
Essential Norms of the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People and placed Monsignor Kelly on
administrative leave, prohibiting his ability to publicly celebrate the sacraments or present himself as a priest.

The Diocese of Scranton urges any individual who has been sexually abused by a priest, deacon, religious, lay
employee or volunteer of the Diocese to report abuse directly to law enforcement. If you are aware of additional
allegations of wrongdoing or any information that should be included on this list, please contact our Victim
Assistance Coordinator Mary Beth Pacuska at (570) 862-7551. If you have suffered abuse by clergy or anyone
working on behalf of the diocese, you are encouraged to contact Mary Beth Pacuska.



PRAYERS TO
THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
AND ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL

Because of the pandemic, we are unable to stay and pray after Mass.
Here are some prayers you can say on your own when you get home.

Hail Holy Queen, Mother of Mercy,

Our life, our sweetness, and our hope.

To thee do we cry,

poor banished children of Eve.

To thee do we send up our sighs,

mourning and weeping in this valley of tears. Turn
then, most gracious advocate,

thine eyes of mercy towards us.

And after this, our exile,

show unto us the blessed fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
O clement O loving O sweet Virgin Mary!

V. Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God.
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of
Christ.

The Memorare
Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it known that
anyone who fled to thy protection, implored thy help, or sought thine
intercession was left unaided.
Inspired by this confidence, I fly unto thee, O Virgin of virgins, my mother;
to thee do I come, before thee I stand, sinful and sorrowful. O Mother of
the Word Incarnate, despise not my petitions, but in thy mercy hear and
answer me.
Amen.

Saint Michael the Archangel,

defend us in battle.

Be our protection against the wickedness and snares
of the devil.

May God rebuke him, we humbly pray;

and do Thou, O Prince of the Heavenly Host,

by the Divine Power of God,

cast into hell Satan and all the evil spirits

who roam throughout the world seeking the ruin of
souls. Amen.




